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Popular perceptions often assume pet keeping
to be a function of middle-class whiteness or a
unifying force across racial boundaries. A closer

look, however, reveals that the keeping,
breeding, and competing of companion animals
has helped to articulate middle-class Blackness.

Combining oral history, digital mapping, and
print culture analysis, this paper explores how
pets have mattered to Black Philadelphians

since the postwar era.      
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